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Board/Committee: Economic Development Board
Date of Meeting: 13th March 2019
Title: Statement of Community Involvement 
Author: Planning Policy Manager
Status: For Decision

PURPOSE

To approve the Statement of Community Involvement following a 
period of consultation on a draft Statement of Community 
Involvement.

RECOMMENDATION

That the Board:
 Approves the Statement of Community Involvement for 

Planning Policy and Development Management functions.

1 Background

1.1 Under the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 the Council 
is required to produce a Statement of Community Involvement (SCI).  
The SCI sets out how the Council as local planning authority will 
involve local residents, businesses and other interested parties in the 
relevant stages of the plan making process, consultation on other 
planning policy documents, and the development management 
process.

1.2 Due to a number of legislative and regulatory changes, it has been 
necessary to review the Council’s Statement of Community 
Involvement (SCI).  The Economic Development Board approved a 
draft version of the SCI for consultation purposes on 14th November 
2018.  

1.3 This report provides a summary of responses to that consultation 
and where appropriate proposes amendments to the draft SCI.  A 
summary of the main issues and analysis of consultation and any 
proposed changes to the draft SCI are set out in Appendices 1 and 2 
respectively to this report.  

2 The Report

2.1 Consultation took place between 16th November 2018 and 11th 
January 2019.  This covered an eight week period rather than the 
normal six week period in order to take account of the Christmas 
period.  A total of 418 organisations and individuals were sent letters 
of notification about the consultation.  In addition to these letters, 
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copies of the draft document, consultation notices and comments 
forms were placed in the Gosport Discovery Centre and the other 
local libraries and both the Town Hall Main and Planning and 
Regeneration Services Reception areas.  The draft document and an 
on-line comments form were also available on-line at the Council’s 
website: www.gosport.gov.uk/sci

2.2 A total of 11 representations were received.  This level of 
representations was expected and it is of a similar level for previous 
versions of the document and comparable with those received by 
other local authorities on their SCIs reflecting the nature of the 
document.  An analysis of the responses to the consultation is 
contained in Appendix 1 to this report and a full set or redacted 
responses are available in the Members Room as well as on the 
Council’s website. This Appendix sets out the type of respondent – 
local resident or organisation and the details of the comments made.  
An officer comment has been added to address specific matters.  In 
some instances it is proposed to amend the SCI in response to the 
comments received.  These are also included in Appendix 1 so that 
any proposed amendments are clearly identified and are set out in 
the Schedule of Proposed Changes in Appendix 2.

2.3 The changes made to the SCI are minor and have been made to 
provide greater clarity within the document.

2.4 A revised SCI has been prepared taking into account the 
amendments as well as updating the introduction to reflect that the 
document has been the subject of public consultation.  This revised 
version is set out in Appendix 3. 

3 Risk Assessment

3.1 SCIs now have to be reviewed every 5 years under the provisions of
Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England)(Amendment) 
Regulations 2017. Failure to prepare an updated version of the SCI 
could leave the Council open to a legal challenge with regard to the 
preparation of the Gosport Borough Local Plan 2036. The SCI, as 
amended, will set out an up to date framework for consulting the 
local community on planning documents prepared by the Council 
and planning applications submitted to the Council.

Financial Services 
comments:

There are no financial implications arising from this 
report.

Legal Services 
comments:

Contained with report. 

Equality and Diversity The preparation of the SCI will ensure that all 
members of the Gosport community have an 
opportunity to be involved in the preparation of the 
Gosport Borough Local Plan 2036, other related 
planning documents and the development 

http://www.gosport.gov.uk/sci
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management process. An Equalities Impact 
Assessment has been prepared and relevant 
actions incorporated into the SCI.

Council Plan: The SCI will help to facilitate greater participation in 
the planning process in line with the core values of 
the Council Plan.

Risk Assessment: See Section 3
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